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SUBJ: IE SHIMA INCIDENT PRESS REACTION 

1. SUMMARY: OKINAWA PRESS CONTINUED INTO THE WEEKEND ITS 
EXTENSIVE COVERAGE OE IE SHIMA INCIDENT. THE FOCUS HAS SHIFTED 
FROM IMMEDIATE CONCENTRATION ON DETAILS OF THE INCIDENT ITSELF TO 
COVERAGE OF PROTESTS BY VARIOUS GROUPS INCLUDING THE LOCAL CHAPTER 
OF THE LIBERAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY. END SUMMARY. 

2. MEDIA COVERAGE OF THE IE SHIMA INCIDENT INITIALLY FOCUSED 
ON THE INCIDENT ITSELF AND ALLEGATIONS OF BRUTALITY BY U.S. 
SERVICEMAN. PRESS REPORTS CHARGED THAT THE INCIDENT OCCURED AFTER 
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THE RANGE HAD BEEN OPENED AND RED WARNING FLAGS LOWERED. THEY 
CHARGED THAT THE VICTIM WAS AMONG A GROUP COLLECTING GRASS FOR 
CATTLE FODDER AND THAT HE HAD BEEN SERIOUSLY INJURED. REPORTS 
ALLEGED THAT AFTER THE INCIDENT THE U.S. SERVICEMAN FORCIBLY REMOVED 
THE VICTIM FROM THE SCENE AND BRUTALLY DEPOSITED HIM AT A SPOT REMOTE 
FROM HELP. THESE EXAGGERATED REPORTS HOWEVER HAD TO SHARE SPACE WITH 
OTHER MAJOR NEWS ITEMS INCLUDING REPORTS THAT THE OKINAWA REGIONAL 
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EXCHANGE (ORE) HAD DECIDED TO SHIFT VIRTUALLY ITS ENTIRE LOCAL STAFF 
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FROM FULL TIME TO PART TIME EMPLOYMENT AND NEWS OE PRIME MINISTER 
TANAKA'S DIEFICULTIES WITHIN THE LDP. 

3. BEGINNING JULY 12 PRESS HAS FOCUSED ON PROTEST STATEMENTS AND 
ACTIVITIES OE VARIOUS INDIVIDUALS AND GROUPS. MOST HAVE EOLLOWED 
LINE OF THE NORMALLY CONSERVATIVE IE MUNICIPAL ASSEMBLY WHICH VOTED 
UNANIMOUSLY TO DEMAND (I) THE IMMEDIATE RETURN OF THE IE RANGE (2) 

THE RELEASE TO JAPANSESE JURISDICTION OE THE AIRMAN INVOLVED (3) FULL 
COMPENSATION TO THE VICTIM AND (4) COMPENSATION TO THE FAMILY FOR 
MENTAL ANGUISH. ALSO NOTED WAS GOVERNOR YARA'S ANNOUNCED PLAN TO 
CALL ON USARGO CG GENERAL DAVID TO DEMAND RETURN OE THE RANGE. 

4. THE PRESS HAS CHEERFULLY REPORTED THE INITIATIVE BY THE OKINAWA 
LDP ASKING THE SPEAKER TO CONVENE A SPECIAL SESSION OF THE 
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PREFECTURAL ASSEMBLY TO PROTEST INCIDENT. LDP SPOKESMAN REPORTEDLY 
SAID THAT ALTHOUGH LDP SUPPORTS SECURITY TREATY IT WILL VOTE TO 
DEMAND THE IMMEDIATE RELEASE OF THE IE RANGE. EULL COVERAGE WAS 
ALSO GIVEN TO REPORTS THAT THE REVERSION COUNCIL (FUKKIKYO) AND 
THE ANTI A AND H BOMB COUNCIL (GENSUIKYO) ARE PLANNING SPECIAL 
MEETINGS (POSSIBLY JOINT) TO ADOPT PROJECT RESOLUTIONS AND TO 
CONSIDER TACTICS FOR DEALING WITH THE IE SHIMA INCIDENT. (AFTER 
A PROTEST CALL AT THE CONGEN, FUKKIKYO VICE CHAIRMAN TABA REMARKED 
CASUALLY THAT THE GROUP MIGHT DECIDE TO ADOPT SIT DOWN TACTICS AT 
THE IE RANGE. 

5. COMMENT. THE BUILD-UP IN PRESS COVERAGE SUGGESTS THAT THE LEFT 
AND ITS ALLIES IN THE MEDIA FEEL THEY HAVE FOUND A GOOD ISSUE TO 
EXPLOIT. (THE LDP EVIDENTLY FEELS THAT IT CANNOT REMAIN OUTSIDE, 
PARTICULARLY AFTER IE SHIMA CONSERVATIVES SPOKE OUT SO CLEARLY.) 
SYLVESTER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, MILITARY PERSONNEL, GUNS (ORDNANCE), CASUALTIES, IE SHIMA, MISSILE RANGES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 15 JUL 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974NAHA00318 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7401 88-0786 
From: NAHA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740749/aaaabpnb.tel 

Line Count: 92 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: izenbeiO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 OCT 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <29 OCT 2002 by ThomasVJ>; APPROVED <16 JAN 2003 by izenbei0> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: IE SHIMA INCIDENT PRESS REACTION 
TAGS: MARR, JA, US, (YASUNAGA YAMASHIRO) 

To: TOKYO 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



